"UNE TRADUCTION ANGLAISE DE L'ESSAI SUR LES SIGNES"

(suite et fin)

La revue bimestrielle new-yorkaise de I'Ordre du lys et de l'aigle,
imprimée a Paris et intitulée The Force of Truth (La Force de la vérité), a
connu trois numéros, en 1939, respectivement janvier-février, mars-avril, mai-

juin; puis la guerre en interrompit la publication.

Or, Saint-Martin figure au panthéon de I'OLA et, dés son premier
numéro, The Force of Truth commenga la publication d'une traduction
anglaise d'un opuscule du Philosophe inconnu. Et quel opuscule ? L'Essai sur
les signes et sur les idées | De ce mémoire trop négligé par les martinistes, la
rédaction eut la perspicacité et le courage d'avertir, en liminaire, qu'il constitue
en lui-méme un des ouvrages les plus importants du point de vue initiatique et
qu'il contribuera sans aucun doute a donner au lecteur une vue rapide mais
différente de I'art de se connaitre soi-méme. Puisse le lecteur d' aujourd'hui
entendre cet avis inattendu pour sa gouverne ! Le texte frangais est depuis
peu disponible en librairie.

La derniére "Chronique saint-martinienne" (XVIll, EdC, n° 13 & 14)
donne de premiéres indications sur I'Essai et le rapport de I'OLA au
martinisme, ainsi qu'une livraison de la traduction anglaise en question.
L'intérét suscité nous a persuadé de publier les deux autres livraisons de ce
texte. Il n'était pas prévu jadis qu'il fit intégral, mais les circonstances I'ont
encore raccourci. Voila donc maintenant le tout de ce qui a paru, dans le n° 1
(ci-apres), le n° 2 ("Chronique saint martinienne" XVIII) et le n° 3 (ci-aprés).
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Treatise of the Signs
by Louis-Claude de Saint-Martin . The Unknown Philosopher.

The treatise, of which we give the translation
hereafter, is taken from the last work of Claude de
Saint lartin, entitled "The Crocodile" or the Wer of
the Good and the Evil.

It was printed in the yeur VI1 of the French
Republic, that is to say, in 1800 at Paris, It has
never been nrinted agaln, and consequently is ex~
tremely rare.

We cannot give the entire work heore, bdbut the
Treatise of tne Signs constitutes, by itself,one of
the most important works, from the initiatic point
of view, and will contribute, without doubt, to give
to tho reader a different and rapid view of the art
of knowing oneself.

“e shall have the occasion of presenting ip this
Heview some documents concerning Yartinism, which
w:s, in the past, one of the most exalted forms of
the traditional lnitiation. .

The treatise of the signs i1s given under the
form of an answer to a guestion dbrouwht forth by the
Institute, 8nd thus conceived:

"Vhat is the influence of the signs unon the
formation of ideas?" '

TREATISE QOF THE SIGNS

OF THE. NaTUK. OF THT C1GNS,

1f natural objects have external properties,

such a8 colours, odours, forms, dimensions, they al-
80 have internal pronerties which we can enjoy only
ut the expense of their envelopes and only by dis-

: closing what is hidden in them, such as the sulphurs

' of minerals, the savours, the essential salts and

the vegetal juices which we cannot reach without
this condition,
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all that is external in creatures, we can conei-
der as being the sign and the clue of their internal
proverties, and the thing signified will be its inter-
nal properties;

Every day, the wise nature bestows upon us in pro-
fusion, in the external nroperties of the creaturss,
its diverse signs which accompany &ll its oroductions,
in order to enable us to have an apprehensien and fore
knowledge of what may be useful for us and of what may
be detrimental.

It may be said, theref:ire, that a sign in general
is the representation or the indication of a thing se-
parated or concealed for us, whether this thing be na-
turally inherent to the sigm, as the juice is to the
"fruit which avpears to me; or whether this thing s
only bound accidentally, as the idea that one wants to
“impart to me is to any sign whatever, It msy be scid
also thut is susceptible to cause us a sensation or an
jdea, may be looked upon as a sifn, since nothing can
be communicited to our senses and to our intellijence,
but by external properties that we are obliged to me-
netrate or to analyse to arrive at the internal pro-
merties which are enclosed therein,

Thus there is nothing of what is sensible that is
not, with regard to us, in the order of the signs,since
there is nothing of wvhat is sensiule that could not oo

casion us a sensation or &b idea, according as we ar
more or less open to the sensibility and to the intel-
ligence, und since there is nothing either among

the sensible things of which we could not use as signs,
to transmit our ideis to our fellowmen.

The law of the accidental or conventionsl signms,
must be the s.me as that of the natursl signs,although
the essence and the form which are variable in the
first, be determined and fixed in the second. There-
fore these conve:utional signs must include two dis-
tinct things, as it is observed in the natural signs,

Ot these two things,one isthe sense or idea of which we want

the sign to be the organ; the other is the sign it-
self whutever it may be; for it only dencnds on us to
tuke even a matural object to avail ourselves of &
conventional sign, as we see it in the symbolic and
hieroglyphical writing; only then this natural object
takes a new cheracter in our hands. It is no longer
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the particular properties which it enjoyed that we
want to make Known, it is those that we lend to 1t.

This power that we have to impose at our liking
a sense and an idea to whatever objects, is one of
the eminent rights of man; it is exercised espacial-
ly from man to man. Por if there is also a commerce
of signs among several classes of animals, it 1s an
interchange of signs servile cnd limited; as their
cries of appeal, their manner of warning esch other
in case of danger, their ruses and their orecautions
which are always the same, etc.. and they have not,
as man, the faculty to create signs for themselves,
nor the ability to vary the signification of them.

We cannot either exercice this right completely
but towards beings endowed with intelligence;for the
portion that we make use of with a few specles of
unimals is very much limited: and as the animals thst
we train remain always passive with regard to us,they
do nothing but answer to the little that we ask of
them. They never would have nrovoked us of themselves
in this restricted order where we confine ourselves
with them: and still would provoke us in the kind of
this distinguished dealing in which we can alternati-
vely stimulate our likes, &and be stimulated by them
by means of our signs.

Because when some very famous xmen wanted to
pleadthe cause of the animals, and have clsimed that
their deprivation in this manner depended on their
organization only, and that if they were otherwise
formed they would show no difference with us, all
they have said by that is in the last analysis,that
if man were a beast, he would not be a man; and that
if a beast were a man, it would not be a beast.

After all, this commerce of signs is indispen—
8able for us, seeing that our individuality keeping
us all apart the onme from the other, we would remain
always strangers, although in the presence of each
other, and we would have no communication together,
unless it was in the order of things which would
proceed simply from our snimality; and to be sure
the languages are included in the ranks of these in-
dispensable signs. )

But if this sublime right that we have to cre-—
ate signs for ourselves and to vary the form and the
sense of them, shows us how high our privileges may
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rise, it does not go as far as to bdlind us upon what "
they are lacking. We all yearn after perfect ideas 0
and we l1lkewise long after perfect signs which repre~ [
sent thom. Would this desire be an indication that i
these perfect ideas and would these perfect signs be
possible; that even, unless it is wanted to make us
run after a chimera, we could not deny their existen—
ce though we do not have them at our disposal; thst W
thug our conventional and imperfect signs would be f
only like means, subsidiary and of industry, with 3
which we would try our best to dispense with more real ]
and more positive signs of which we would be deprived? g
Questions which I do net want to resolve alome, and 1
upon which 1 invoke the reflection of the reader, !
- The Institute itself presents nothing contrary to 1
- the affirmative, by the observations that accompany C
its programme« Thus 1 shall kdmit, without reluetance,
"with it that a man, separated from his fellows would
still need some signs $o0 combine his ideas, and that
according to a certain sense, the existence of prima- !
ry ideas, and the most sensible supposed the existence b
of the signs.

But before considering this avowal as a triumph,
the institute should scrutinize. the whole series of
possible signs, for although sensations are signs,it
might hapnen that all signs may not be sensations,es-
peclally in taking this word in the sense of our gross
notions, as we shall observe further.

(To be continuned)
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TREATISE OF THE SIGNS

by L.C.of Saint- Martin.
@

™at is why the study of the sensible class re—
quires more sttention than that of the nrecedent clas—
ses; that is why also we are so little advanced in the
knowledge of the sensations &nd of sensible impressions,
that we want too much to sssimilate with the simrle mu-
tual commerce of the non—-orgénised oblects, since these
are without desire and do not use signs the ones to the
others.

it is in these sensible imvressions that 8re COmDPOsS-
ed and bound, the nassive effects that we receive and the
active reactions with which either instinct or our f&-
culty of thinking is aroused. There, they become a kind of
very fecund signs, because they reach 8 region less vast
and more monotonous than the external region; very numer
xous because they can multinly their combinations infini-
tely; and very liverated, becsuse they are the quintes-
sence of & tnousand causes, more or less immercentibdle,
the one than the others; and it 1s for not having known
now to fix with care the nsture of these new signs,that
we have committed s0 many errors regarding this subject.

Por the more these signs, 8o imnelpable and 30 com-
rlicvsted to onur instinct and our ideas, have been found
far from our gase, the more have we desired that they
would be in the oven as the external signs; but we have
not slways had the sight and the necessary attention to
grasy them under their true asmect, either in the diver-
88 regions from where they have come or in the diverse
degrees of their wrogressive course.

Besides, we did not have the vrudence to let theh
grow and come out themselves from this state of concen-
tration, from whicn they could have delivered themselves
in time, if they had not been troubled by onr blunders,
as we s6¢ that all the other signs sarrive in the nick of
time, according to the laws of their class; and it is
this which makes us commit two serious errors.

The rirst error, is to have desired, through inad-
vertence, that all the nerfect signs of which we have
80 much need, should be found, sither in the region of
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the native sensstions, and not yet elaborated, or in
the region of the external and rough objects which can
not be the original region of what we seek here,since
it has bdut 8 very indirect relation with our mind,and
that what it enclosed can not reach it by comnosite i
mages and influences more or less removed from their
origin.

The second 1s that, not findinsg there, clearly ,
these merfect and radical signs which we sought, we
have revealed, utterly, our imnrudence, in that, ins-
tead of waiting neaooably for the discovery of these
signs that we did mot verceive, or that we vnerceive but
imperfectly, we have boldly taken the lidberty to create
them.

After that, not finding easily the relations of our
syocryohal and conventional signs with the ldess, we ha-
ve substituted for them some farfstcned relations, ipw -
sgead of the nutural relations thut some more rinened
eigns would have offered us-

rinelly, instead of the delightful harmony vhich
would have existed between the ideas and reslly snalog-
ous signs, we have wanted t0 give the sumeriority to
the signs that we establish from our own funde, and
wanted to subordinste entirely the ideas to them,whereas
in the regular order it is the inverse lsw which wonld
have reigned, and which would have contributed, st: the
same time, to our satlisfaction, and the advantage of
truth.

It is tnen after having neglected the study and the
regular culture of our sensible imwressions; it is after
having lost trace of these radicsl signs, which must sl-
80 be essentially bound to the nerfect ideas, that the
natural signe are thus bdound to their wrincinle of acti-
vity; it is e"ft.er having disregarded sll the other sve-
cles of signs which can harmonigze with our 3dess in the
diverse regions where they exist; it is after having
created somo signs to revlace those that we knew no more

fipally it is after having subordinated the ideas to
these factitious and fragile signs, that we have come t
believe that they had no other base, and thst conse-
quently the art of these factitious signs were to be tms
nrincival object of our studies; that they were to be
our sovereig:n rule, end that if we could succeed to
verfect it, we get hold of the domain of the ideas so
that we could reign suvremely over them; and that their
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mode , their character and their formation, would DYe
entirely in our power, as are the substances of 8lf
kinds that we submit daily to the mechanism of our
manimlations; in a3 word, it is what has given.bdbirth
to the question of the National lnstitute: to determige
the influence of the signs uvon the formation of ideas;
whereas it would have mude a question at lesst as nro-
per to vrovide some userul and concrete develomments,
if it has oromosed to determine the influence of the
jdens uwon the formation of the signs.

Por the source of the signs being the desire,since
such is even that of the ideas, it would have been
natural to nresume & greater influence from the gener-
ative vnrinciple uvon its nroduction, then from that of
the nroduction upon its generative vorincinle.

OF THE OBJECT OF THE S1GNS AND OF THZ IDEAS,

In tracing things back to their origin, or in fol-
lowing the rule of analysis, as most of the modern obsemwy-
ers have done, it is certain that the signe nresent them~
selves before the ideas, and hold them 8o much under their
devendence, that without them they would bheve no exist-
ence; and it is 9>ne of the reasons for which the exlist-
ence of the signs haes scemed indispensable for the deve-
lomment of the ideas.

But in following things going down, or nursuing the
rule of synthesis that other observers have followed 21la0
on their part, it is certain that the ideas must nresent
themselves before the signs, since these are but the ex-
oression of the former. 1t is thus that in considering
a8 plapt, I seée nothing bnt the extornal signs 8nd results
of its germ, But in considering its germ, I see tnat it
*1s dburled in the ground, that it 1s as unknown for me and
consequently anterior to all the exterior signs which
must one day composs the plant, and indicate to me &
their turn what is enclosed in ite germe Thus in this ex-
ample, the order proceeds by synthesis, or from the un-

y known to the known.

. Then, when Condillac has said in his logic that the
synthesis always commenced badly, he should have added :
in the hands of men. Secause it always commences vory

: - well in the hands of nature, which, in faet can never com=-
L mence but by synthesis all its worke,even to its demolitbn,
or to its reintegration,which take place only becausse it
has alréady retired and folded again the wrinciple of 1ife

; .
{ 22

148



8nd of activity of bodies, whereas we judge this com-..
mencement of reintegration only by, analysis, or by the

visible alteration -of their forms and of their exterior
qualities.

Yes, the synthesis is the base of all work what-
ever, 88 the desire is the base of all the eigns; and
the algebraical anslysis itself is but an assemblags of
pvartiel synthetis and having each &8 varticular fundam-
ental principle, the dsyelopments of which are dut the
corollaries, which by their ramifications sre bound to
other synthetic vrincivies.

Bow for what reason in fact, does the synthesis
commence always badly in the hands of men? It is nre-
cisely becsuse they reject and exclude the universal
synthetic principles, whence 811 the lights should na-
turslly flow, as the corollaries flow from the a&xiom to
which they belong; it is that which they want, not to
g0 from the known to the unknown, as they say, dbut to
gudbstituty the Kknown at the vplace of the unknown, the
sign a8t the mlace of the source, and the branches of
the tree st the place of its roots which must remain in
the earth.

Condillac then has abused the right to conclude,
when in his 2eal for the truth, he has wanted to swnread
out upon the synthesis a general vnroscrintion, &and thus
vunish (bl.me) nsture for the blunder of mortals. He
might as well bhave condemned the architects for laying
down first the foundations of the house, and for not
having commenced to build it fram the roof, the walls
and the windows; for judging from his statue and from
his method, he would exmose us to the belief thot such
would be the snirit of his dootrine.

" Let ue say something stronger still, and let us
ask thegse men who sre in fact very unskilful in synthe-

"'sis, 1 say, let us ask them, if they are much more akil-

ful in analysis or in vroceeding ss they teach it,from
the known to the unknown? What would make me doudbt it,
is the uncertainty where they leave me to know what Ii»
traly known to them; (1 sneak here of the sciences which
they call subject to disputes and not of exact sciences,

although even on this last point there might still remain

2 few examinatiom for them to undergo.; But, if it was
found that in fact there was nothing known for them, how

could they contrive then to vproceed to the unknownt Yhere,

for them, would be the starting point? 2‘nd what would

23

149

P

.- — i it - -

—— -



-—

become of thelr analysis?

But to tarminate here, simply, the disnute uvon the
priority between the signs and the ideas, one should
odbserve if the idemss could not be considered om two.
different relations, as we 8ee it by the double enoch
of our infancy and our &ge of reason. Thus, on the
one hand, the ideas would be under the demendence of
the signs, and would favour the wartisuns of the
system of analysis; and on the other, they would have
the precedence, and they would reign over the signs,
and would favour the system of synthesis;and it seems
to me that one could hardly ever denrive himself of
this acoomodation, since it is evident that sometimes
we receive some 1deas by the help of the signs, and
by and by with the help of these sime signs we immart
some ideas in our turn.

For one would in vain vnrevaii upon himself that
our first ideas had been transmitted to us dby some
signs in our infancy, and that from there they had
the means of being propagated, whereas it would be
necessary still to tell me vhere those who had trans-
mitted to us these first ideas had themselves imbibed
the sign that they had used, if there had not been a
mother 1deé, which had nroduced these signe, and with-
out which we could never have had any idea; &nd so on
until we arrived at & degree where the signs in ques-
tion were no longer subject to the arbitration of men;
this would dbring us back to the vnrecedent notions on
the necessary Jjoining of the signs, fixed and mnerfect,
with the corresmonding idess, and would offer us a
fundamental truth which is, that if the ideas do not
work without the signs, the signs work still less
without the ideas.

But it is the object of these signs and of these
ideas, taken in themselves, to enlighten us tivon the
question of knowing to which interested narty belongs
the vriority of the ideas over the signs, or of the
signs over the ideas. ¥hat is then the object of the
1dea? It is to mapifest itself, it is to f£i11 up with
its sense and with its spirit all that is cavable to
receive its communication.

On the other hand, what 18 the object of the sign®
1t is to penetrate by its reaction to the very germs
of the idea, and to develov it, as the Juices of the
earth react on the plant and develop it; it is finally
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to tranamit the hidden cause which has contridbuted 1t
for this function, and to show it in all its light, in
its r-fularity in its coopletion so that it may attain
entirely the aim that 1t has in view

But heeis 8 nev testimony which must help us furthe
more to fix the rank of the ideas in relation to the
signs, and the order of the signs 1in relation to the
ideas. )

The sign terminates at the ides; it is ite end and
its necvlus uitrs . The idea, on the contrary, does anot
terminate at the sign; it is for the idea only an in-
termediary means, and dbut & subsidiary way which must
help it to go farthers In short, the i1dea does nothing
but traverse, in some way, the region of the signs, &nd
aspires to reach the region of the ideas which is its
own; it oan take plessure, as 511 else that exists,
only in its native country, and it is satisfied only
when it has arrived thers, without troubling itself s~
£s8in about the final result which awaits it 1n these same
regions that it needs to vass through.

- Prom this exmlanation of the different object of
the ideas and of the signus, we see¢ that the ideas are
&8s the sovereigns, and that the signs are dbut their
ministers, that the ideas produce and trace the vplan,
and that the signs carry it out; in a word, that the
idesas govern und that the signs obdey.

The rapk or the nre-eminenve between the signs and
the ideas, and between the ideas .nd the signe, is then
no longer a problem; and it is certain that their res-
mective gtation turns out to be determined by this sim-
nle observation, whatever may be the mistakes and abuses
where the mind of man might have allowed itself to be
carried away on this point by its vnrecivitstion.

(To be continued)
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